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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

i). Preamble

School of Planning and Architecture Bhopal (SPAB), established in 2008, an Institution of

National Importance under the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is mandated to

promote education and research in the disciplines of planning and architecture. Given its

mandate, SPAB intends to be the preeminent public research and teaching academy in

architecture and planning in the country and aspires to attain (a) international standard by

integrating teaching and learning, (b) advancement of the knowledge base through research

and scholarship and (c) leadership in service and outreach.

SPAB aspires to emerge as an international academy whose academic portfolio, research

agenda, and educational model align with the shifting needs of the society. It strives for

built sustenance through sustainable architecture, social sustenance through universal
design, cultural sustenance through conservation, and human settlement sustenance through

habitat planning and design. In line with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, SPAB is

committed to train planners and architects for the nation who could exhibit high academic

standards and take up the challenges of physical and socio - environmental development of

the country. SPAB aspires to engage in meaningful research on topical themes in the areas
which inter alia include the following departments at SPAB: architecture, conservation,

landscape, urban design, building engineering and management, urban and regional

plahning, environmental planning, transport planning, and design. SPAB shall make all

endeavours to:

Promote a cadre of high caliber faculty devoted to teaching, research and

consultancy in all disciplines pertaining to Planning and Architecture.

Create a national repository of data base and decision support centre for the

preparation and implementation of various habitat development programmes.

Emerge as a socially responsible institution providing research feedback to the

Government for holistic development of human settlements through

Architectural and Planning interventions.

SPAB offers doctoral programme leading to the award of PhD degree. The broad objectives
of the PhD programme are not only to keep pace with the expanding horizons of knowledge,

but also to contribute to the present needs of the society in relation to social, cultural and

environmental sustenance through the research findings. The PhD programme at SPAB
intends to encourage analytical investigations into the areas of research applying qualitative

or quantitative approach with the ultimate objective of culminating into a creative and

productive enquiry into the domain of Architecture and Planning.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

R is ar

Flanni!lg &

Page 3



Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

The academic programme leading to the PhD degree is broad-based and involves a minimum

course credit requirement and a research dissertation. SPAB strongly encourages research
in interdisciplinary areas through a well-coordinated inter-departmental academic

collaboration. The presence of a dedicated pool of faculty in SPAB provides excellent

opportunities for carrying out research in diverse fields of Architecture and Planning.

ii) Definitions/ Abbreviations

ii

iii

iv

V

vi

vii

viii

ix

X

'Applicant' shall mean an individual who applies for admission to the PhD
pro ramme of SPAB on a rescribed A plication Form
'AR (A)' shall mean Assistant Registrar (Academics)

'BoG' shall mean Board of Governors of SPAB
'DA' shall mean Dean Academics

'DAC' shall mean Doctoral Advisory Committee

'DRC' shall mean Departmental Research Committee

'MoE' shall mean Ministry of Education
'PhD scholar' shall mean an individual registered for the PhD
Pro ramme in SPAB
'RG' shall mean Regulation

'Senate' shall mean Senate of SPAB
'SPAB' shall mean School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

iii) Ordinance

a) SPAB awards the PhD in various specialisations under Architecture and Planning to a

registered PhD scholar who has successfully completed the PhD programme.

b) The PhD Programme with the governing regulations is formulated by the Senate of

SPAB. The Senate can modify regulations from time-to-time as and when warranted.

c) A PhD scholar to be awarded the PhD degree shall submit a dissertation report

incorporating the findings of his/her research carried out under this programme. The

dissertation shall make an original contribution of high quality to the advancement of

knowledge as judged by the experts in the relevant area.

d) A PhD scholar shall become eligible for the award of the PhD degree after fulfilling all

the academic requirements prescribed by the Senate.

e) The award shall be made upon the recommendation of the Senate of SPAB and

its ratification by the BoG.
f) The PhD degree shall be awarded in the discipline of the Department which registers

the PhD scholar for the PhD programme.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

iv) Regulations

The degree of Doctor of Philosophy, abbreviated as PhD, shall be awarded to a PhD scholar

upon the completion of his / her writing the dissertation which exhibits a high quality critical

and analytical investigation into the assigned area of research that leads to original

contribution to the existing knowledge. The PhD degree of SPAB shall be conferred on a

PhD scholar who fulfills all the requirements specified in the Regulations (RG). The PhD

programme of SPAB will be coordinated by the Coordinator, Doctoral Programme appointed

by the Chairperson, Senate from amongst the faculty of SPAB having a doctoral degree.

The Coordinator of Doctoral programme shall assist the DA in the overall conduct of the

PhD programme smoothly.

Regulation-I: Admission to the PhD Programme

a) Applications into PhD programme will be open throughout the year. An applicant shall

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

apply in prescribed format for admission to the PhD Programme.
Admissions will be conducted bi-annually as per the Ordinance for Doctoral

Programmes (Amended) 2024.

DA shall constitute Interview Panel(s) with prior approval of the Chairperson, Senate

to oversee the admission process to the PhD programme.

An applicant shall indicate his / her choice of Department under which s/he wishes to

carry out his / her PhD research at the time of Application. Application Form and

Registration to reflect the same. Registration to be done in selected Department for

selected candidates. However the DAC reserves the right to allocate a department to

a PhD scholar other than the department s/he opts for based on his / her proposed

area of research.

The Admission to the PhD programme shall usually be made bi-annual admission
subject to the number of applications received, number of vacant seats available with

prior permission of the Chairperson, Senate.

At the end of each Academic session, number of vacancies created by graduands PhD

scholars and assessment of quota of eligible Supervisors shall be undertaken.

Departments to undertake this exercise and submit proposed number of candidates
for upcoming semester feasible in the Department, to Senate Chairperson through DA.

Annual declaration of vacant seats should be based on the numbers received from all

Departments, Senate Chairperson shall finalize the number of seats to be declared

open for upcoming session distributed in Departments and across open and reserved

categories, conforming with institute-level numbers to be accommodated.

Total numbers proposed will be restricted by availability of Supervisors with

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 5
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h)

i)

j)

k)

l)

Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

appropriate eligibility. Admission to the PhD programme shall be conducted through

an entrance viva-voce to be conducted by PhD Admission Committee each year
headed by Senate Chairperson with DRC Chairpersons of all DRC's, Dean Academics

and two external members, as members.

Part A: Statement of Purpose (SOP).

50% of total marks will be given on the SOP.
Part B: Viva-voce based on presentation on research idea to Admission
Committee.

50% weightage to SOP and 50% weightage to viva voce.

Apart from academic aptitude, candidate's research area aligning with SPAB's
research areas shall also be considered while selecting a candidate. Full time and

project funded PhD project proposals shall be encouraged.

The Admission Committee may relax the criteria of in-person appearance at the

entrance interview and viva-voce and instead conduct an online interview in the case
of Foreign Nationals.

Office of AR (A) shall verify the documents before issuing an Admit Card to the

applicant to sit for the entrance interview. The format of entrance interview may be

modified by the Admission Committee as and when warranted subject to the

approval of Chairperson, Senate.

Admission of an applicant to the PhD programme shall be made after due

consideration to SOP, the utility of the research area indicated by the applicant at the

viva voce, consistently good academic performance, score in MOE recognized

scholarship(s), availability of qualified faculty at SPAB to supervise the research,

availability of required infrastructure at SPAB and extent of external assistance

required.

Upon recommendation by the selection committee appointed by the competent

authority, an applicant shall be provisionally admitted to the PhD programme on

payment of prescribed fees and shall be registered under the Department preferably,

as per the choice of the applicant, if not otherwise decided by the DAC.

Once admitted to the PhD programme under respective Department, the respective

DRC shall facilitate and review the research work of the PhD scholar.

m) Although, it is not plausible to have identical number of PhD scholars across the

Departments, allocation of PhD scholars across each Department shall depend on

the availability of Supervisors in each department and taking into consideration the

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 6
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n)

o)

p)

q)

r)

Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

maximum number of PhD scholars, a permanent full-time faculty having doctoral

degree of SPAB in that Department can supervise/ co-supervise.

Selected applicants who are in employment elsewhere must produce a No Objection

Certificate from their respective institute / employer at the time of admission to the

PhD Programme.

Reservations for SC/ ST/ OBC/ Persons with Disabilities and other categories shall

be as per Government of India norms from time-to-time.

A PhD scholar shall normally be admitted to the PhD programme in the odd and

even semester subject to vacancy of seats.

The total number of seats under the PhD programme shall be revised by the

Senate from time-to-time and the admission to the PhD programme shall be

restricted to the maximum number of seats so approved.

An applicant registered to the PhD programme shall continue to be a PhD scholar

until the official notification towards the conferment of PhD degree to him/ her.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal page 7
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

Regulation-2: Educational and Professional Eligibility for Admission to PhD
Programme

An applicant shall be eligible to apply for the PhD programme of SPAB provided s/he

1.

a) has qualified for the award of Masters degree of a recognized institution or

university in various specialization of Architecture or Planning or allied

specialisations (M.Tech / M.A./ M.Sc / M.Phil) relevant to the Department's

interdisciplinary approach, with a minimum of 55% marks and 50% for reserved
categories or equivalent CGPA (6.0 and 5.5 respectively). Diploma degrees not

accepted. DRCs to make lists of appropriate qualifications to be approved by

Chairperson Senate and validated at the commencement of each academic year
before advertisement for admissions.

For Example:

Department of Conservation:

ii.

M.A in History/ Cultural studies/ Heritage studies/ Anthropologyor

equivalent.

M.A/ M. Sc in Museology/ Archeology or equivalent,

5-year integrated Degree in Law with specialization in Heritage Law.

Department of Environmental Planning

ii.

iii.

M.A. / M.Sc. in Geography/ Economics

M.Sc. Environmental Science

5-year integrated Degree in Law with specialization in Environmental Law.

OR
b) has qualified for the award of Bachelors degree of a recognized institution or

university in Architecture or Planning or B.E/ B. Tech in allied specialisations

relevant to the Department's interdisciplinary approach with

(i) Minimum marks criteria of 75% (70% for reserved categories) or equivalent

grade and
(ii) Exemplary professional work /research in allied fields for 10 years after

obtaining Bachelors degree. Including Senior/ Retired professionals who have
served in Government/Private [Defence Sector. Diploma Degrees not accepted.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 8
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

DRCs to make lists of appropriate qualifications to be approved by Chairperson Senate

and validated at the commencement of each academic year before advertisement for

admissions.

Shortlisted Candidates must appear in the PhD Entrance Interview conducted by SPA Bhopal

for consideration of selection. Besides the above, eligibility conditions for admission to

PhD programme shall also be as per the Government schemes / directions from time-

to-time.

Regulation-3: Categories of Admissions

Applicants shall be admitted to the PhD programme of SPAB under (1) Full-Time PhD (i).

With Scholarship/ fellowship and (ii). Without Scholarship/ fellowship, and (2) Part-Time

PhD. The details are as follows:

1. Full-Time PhD
i). Full-Time PhD (With Scholarship/ Fellowship)

a) Candidates with various government, quasi government and other institutional

fellowships and scholarships (MOE Scholarship/ Quality Improvement

Programme), including GATE / JRF/ CEED Scholarship as admissible.

b) Candidates applying in funded research projects having the provision of enrolling

as PhD scholars.

ii). Full-Time PhD (Without Scholarship/ fellowship)

2.

a) Self sponsored candidates/ Self-financed Indian (including OCI, PIOs) and foreign

full time.

b) Full time PhD scholar under international collaboration including ICCR.

Part- Time PhD
a) Part time PhD scholar who is a permanent Faculty / Research Assistant /

Technical Assistant or any other duly approved category of SPAB staff and has

the minimum educational qualifications as prescribed under RG-2 and has an

experience of more than five years.

b) Self sponsored/ industry/ institution sponsored candidates continuing to be in

service
c) Candidates on exchange programmes for part duration,

d) Senior in-service/ retired personnel with appropriate experience having served in

Government/Private/Defence sector.
e) Part time PhD scholar under international collaboration including ICCR.

General Instructions for the above cateqories

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

a) PhD Scholars for whom residency is mandated for the duration of coursework, are required

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

to undertake other academic duties including engaging classes during this duration.

PhD scholar who is attached to any SPAB research consultancy project. An applicant

admitted to the PhD programme under this category must submit his / her application form

through the Dean (R&D) of SPAB.
After the duration of the project sponsorship/ fellowship, the scholars may seek

scholarship from any other sponsoring / funding agency. Otherwise the scholars shall

be considered as self sponsored. The Projects sponsoring PhD Scholars shall have
provision for granting scholarship for a minimum period of three years, (two years at

JRF and one year at SRF level). After completion of first three years with scholarship/
fellowship, review of performance shall be done every six months for considering any

further extension of scholarship / fellowship.
Enrolling of Full time candidates would be encouraged. Once admitted as Full time,

a shift to Part time category shall not be permitted in the last two years from

completion. In exceptional cases recommended by DRC Chairperson through DA

and approved by Senate Chairperson, to be ratified in Senate, a change from full

time to part time shall be considered only for candidates listed in 2(d) above. For

candidates under 2(b) and 2(c), it shall be subjected to conditions laid down by

funding/sponsoring agency.

Full time or part time PhD scholars sponsored by any institution / organization recognized
by SPAB. Such sponsored candidate must have at least five years of professional /

research experience and must submit his/her application through his/her employer with

suitable endorsement that s/he shall be granted leave for the mandatory residency period

required under the PhD programme.

Full time PhD scholars registered earlier in other UGC recognized institutions/ universities
and transferred to SPAB as per UGC norms.
Irrespective of the award of any Scholarship / Fellowship / Sponsorship, an applicant

must have the minimum educational qualification and experience as prescribed under

RG-2 and must qualify at the entrance interview conducted under RG-I (f) to be eligible

for admission to the PhD programme.
h) A full time PhD scholar may apply in prescribed format to carry out the research as part

time PhD scholar to DA only after the successful completion of coursework and topic

finalization. S/he shall cease to draw any fellowship/ scholarship from the date of his/

her application.

i) No PhD scholar can revert to full time once his / her application has been accepted by

DA except under extra ordinary circumstances as approved by the Chairperson, Senate.

Regulation4: International Students

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 10
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

Foreign nationals can register as full time PhD scholars. Foreign Nationals with degree

from Indian Universities shall be treated at par with Indian nationals for admission purpose

and their eligibility shall be as per RG-2.

For Foreign nationals /Foreign Degrees:

i. Minimum qualifications stated in Regulation-2 (a) and (b) applicable with

equivalence established from a Foreign University and programme (UGC

approved only) accredited by an assessment and accreditation agency recognized

by law in the foreign country, for assuring quality and standards of educational

institutions. The admission to the Foreign Nationals shall be as per the 'Study in

India' guidelines.
ii. Valid scores in GRE or equivalent and TOEFL/ IELTS/ PTE for proficiency in

English Language. Diploma Degrees not accepted.

Irrespective of his/ her obtaining the degree from either Indian / Foreign university, a

foreign national must qualify at the entrance interview as given under RG-I (h).

Regulation-5: Daily Attendance and Guidelines for Availing Scholarship/
Fellowship

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

Biometric Attendance of the PhD students availing scholarship shall be maintained
by the respective departments. Monthly summary of biometric attendance shall be

submitted to the Office of Dean Academic,

As per the attendance details, respective Department would be required to prepare

the monthly scholarship forms.
For availing GATE scholarship/ fellowship, the scholars shall qualify GATE in the

respective category. However valid duration need not be insisted. The scholars are

required to take undertaking [affidavit to this effect that they have not availed earlier

any doctoral programme/ not availing any other scholarship parallelly.
No PhD scholar shall be permitted to receive any emoluments, salary, stipend or any

other scholarship / assistantship during the tenure of any scholarship / fellowship /

sponsorship under which s/he has been admitted to the PhD programme.
SPAB reserves the right to grant the Scholarship / Fellowship under GATE, JRF
etc., to a PhD scholar provided s/he possesses a score that is above the cut off

level as decided by the competent authority from time-to-time.
Continuance of the scholarship / fellowship / sponsorship shall be contingent upon
the progress of the research made by the respective PhD scholar as evaluated by

the respective DRC and shall be withdrawn if so warranted on grounds of poor or no

progress.

No PhD scholar shall normally be allowed to change the category under which s/he

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 11
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

is enrolled to the PhD programme.

Regulation-6: Nature of Work against Scholarship/ Fellowship

Full-Time PhD scholars getting Scholarship / Fellowship shall be required to assist in

the following activities assigned by DA:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

Assisting in the research work/ Projects of SPAB
Assisting in a laboratory course (not more than one laboratory course at the

bachelors or masters level in a semester)

Assisting in the tutorial / studio (not more than the tutorial of one theory course
at the bachelors or masters level in a semester)

Assisting in the maintenance of SPAB website
Assisting in the maintenance of SPAB library

Assisting in the maintenance of SPAB laboratories

Assisting in academic and other events of SPAB, CoA / ITPI visits

The Work Schedule will be intimated to the PhD scholars through the office of respective

Departments at the beginning of every semester. In no case, the work load should exceed
eight hours per week. The PhD scholars shall not be assigned a complete theory course to

teach at the bachelors or masters level. Preferably they may be attached only to tutorials/

studios. The PhD scholars shall not be involved in setting of question papers and evaluation

of answer scripts of bachelors or masters courses. During the leave of absence of a PhD

scholar, as admissible under RG-31, the work assigned to him/her shall be re-allotted to

other PhD scholars, if need be.

Regulation-7: Registration

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

An applicant having qualified himself / herself at the entrance interview shall be admitted

to the PhD programme upon the payment of requisite fees.

A PhD scholar shall pay requisite fees till the scholar submits dissertation report for

external evaluation. However, the Scholar will be considered as Registered till the PhD

defense/award. Semester wise registration to be done instead of academic year
registration.

A PhD scholar shall confirm the amount of fees payable from the office of AR (A) before

tendering it.

A PhD scholar shall pay the prescribed Examination Fees at the time of submitting the

dissertation report.

Failure to renew registration for subsequent academic year for two consecutive academic

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal Page 12
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f)

Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

years shall lead to the cancellation of registration from the PhD programme.

Foreign PhD scholar shall pay equivalent amount of all prescribed fees from time-to-time

in Indian rupees.

Regulation-8: Cancellation of PhD Registration
Registration of a PhD scholar shall stand cancelled for any of the following reasons:
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

j)

k)

l)

Giving false information at the time of application / admission.

Not conforming to the regulations of the PhD programme.

Failure to successfully complete the prescribed coursework.

Consistent lack of progress in research.

Violation of discipline and conduct rules of SPAB.
Not submitting the dissertation report within the stipulated period.

Submission of plagiarized report.

Non submission of progress report to DRC at least a fortnight before the DRC meets for

three consecutive occasions.

Not enrolling for academic session / semester by paying prescribed fees within the

stipulated dates.

Rejection of dissertation report by external examiners.

Failure to defend the viva voce satisfactorily.

Remaining absent beyond the period as granted under RG-29.

Regulation-9: Conferment of PhD Degree

The PhD degree shall be conferred to a registered PhD scholar subject to the fulfillment

of following conditions:

a) Successful completion of the coursework within the prescribed residency period as

given under RG-IO and RG-I I.

b) Finalization of dissertation topic within the prescribed period from the date of registration

to the PhD Programme as given under RG-12.

c) Successfully carrying out the research under the guidance of approved supervisor(s)
for at least two years from the date of topic finalization.

d) Publication / presentation of paper in peer reviewed journals and seminars /

conferences respectively as given under RG-27.

e) Satisfactory performance at the Pre-Thesis-Submission seminar as given under

RG-26.

f) Affirmative concurrence to the dissertation report by the external examiners as given

under R-29.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

g) Successful defense of the dissertation at the viva voce as given under RG-30.

Regulation-10: Conducting the Coursework

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

Respective DRC shall propose an appropriate coursework for the PhD scholar taking into

consideration the PhD scholar's intended area of research immediately after the

registration of the PhD scholar.

Allocation of subjects shall be done by the respective DRC at the beginning of the

academic session.

The coursework shall comprise of three subjects and two seminar presentations.

While one subject will be Research Methods to be conducted by the office of DA. All

the subjects (including Research Methods) can be taken from those offered at SPA

Bhopal or from partner institutes and e-courses as permitted by the Credit Transfer Policy

2020. The subject 'Research Methods' shall be offered in the first two semesters

respectively as Research Methods-I (RM-I)' which is generic and 'Research Methods-2

(RM-2)' which is domain specific. Research Methods-I (as it is generic) could be taken

online, Research Methods-2 shall be taken from SPA Bhopal (as it is domain specific).

All the three Subjects and Seminar presentations shall be awarded grade / marks.

Respective DRC shall forward the recommended subjects for a PhD scholar to the

Coordinator, Doctoral Programme.

Coordinator of Doctoral Programme shall ensure that the concerned PhD scholar is

enrolled to the particular class on the subject.

Coordinator of Doctoral Programme shall maintain a Register for entering the Subjects

successfully completed by the respective PhD scholar.

A PhD scholar will be required to make two seminar presentations before the concerned

DRC on the topics approved by the latter as part of his / her coursework. A PhD scholar

shall have to submit a write up on the seminar topic within 3000 - 5000 words with a

proper title, objectives, literature survey, methodology, findings / observations and a brief

bibliography.

A PhD scholar shall present a slide presentation on approved topics in both Seminar 1

and 2. The presentation should ideally be restricted to twenty slides. The presentation

shall be completed within thirty minutes following which there would be a twenty-minute

question-answer session.
Distribution of credit across the coursework would be as follows:

Research Methods shall be a compulsory subject for all candidates.

Minimum credits to be taken: 16 {4 credits for RM (2 credits for RM-I and RM-2 each)

4 credits for 2 Seminars each, and 4 credits for elective subjects (a minimum of 2

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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Ordinance for Doctoral Programmes (Amended) 2024

subjects need to be taken as electives).

Scholars with only UG or with one-year PG shall undergo a bridge course with

additional credits (over and above the minimum required credits as per the

ordinances)
In case a DRC finds a candidate to be exceptional, based on previous academic

and/or professional performance, the DRC may suggest to DAC to waive off one or

more of the Electives. Seminar topics shall be finalized by the DRC in Semester 1 and

2. Seminars presented only at SPA Bhopal and not in any partner institute (if a student

goes on exchange) will be considered for the coursework requirement of the PhD

programme.

j) A PhD scholar may take all three Subjects, or any one Subject offered by any other

institute (recognized by SPAB), E-courses permitted by the credit transfer policy 2020,

subject to the approval of the concerned DRC.
k) Completion of course work consisting of elective subjects, within a minimum ofl semester

and a maximum of 2 semesters.
l) Completion of 2 seminar presentations and topic finalization in a minimum of 2 consecutive

semesters and a maximum of 3 consecutive semesters.

m) Registration of a PhD scholar, availing semester drop, shall stand cancelled if s/he

fails to complete the coursework within three years (i.e., within six consecutive

semesters) from the date of registration to the PhD programme.

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
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